MINUTES of the LEISURE & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
held at the Connect Building, Oak Street, Fakenham

TUESDAY 13" MAY 2025 at 5.30PM

Councillors: V Joslin (Chairman presiding), A Glynn, M Campbell, P Bucknell & M Dutton

Town Clerk: L Meanley
General Public: One Non-Committee member
Press: None

196

TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None

197

ELECTORS’ QUESTIONS

A question was raised regarding the possibility of establishing a wildflower corridor on the verges
from Cranmer House running the length of Norwich Road. The Clerk had sought advice from
County Council who run Roadside Nature Reserve Schemes. If considering a community verge
road safety and visibility, maintenance and other users need to be assessed. After considering
the location for road safety, number of current complaints over verges not being maintained,
users that may not be happy and maintenance concerns Clirs felt that the idea was good but
location wrong.

ACTION: Clerk to contact Elector and ask for other location ideas.

An elector had contacted regarding replacement of a boundary fence in Queens Road
Cemetery. ClIrs agreed that the council would not remove or replace their fence. If the fence was
removed by the homeowner and not replaced, the council would mark the boundary using a
simple stake & wire arrangement.

An elector asked for confirmation of maintenance responsibilities for the following;

Smiths Lane roundabout with the A1067 — Fakenham Town Council delegated from Norfolk
County Council for grass cutting only.

Morrisons Roundabout — Norfolk County Council

A149/Clip Bush Lane roundabout — Norfolk County Council

Shell Garage roundabout - — Fakenham Town Council delegated from Norfolk County Council
for grass cutting only.

An elector raised the condition of the roadside bank adjacent to the former sixth form college —
To be discussed under ltem 6

198

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
CliIr Joslin declared a non-pecuniary interest in Allotments

199

MINUTES
On the proposition of Clir Joslin, seconded by CliIr Bucknell the minutes of the Leisure and
Environment meeting held on 8™ April 2025 were AGREED by all and signed by the Chairman.

200

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Minute 185 — The community Shed have the bench and are assessing. Cllr Glynn advised that
she had spoken to them, and it would be around £200. All Clirs were happy with this.

Minute 194 — The tracker had been delivered and was to be installed and an alarm purchased
for the Chapel.

201

TO NOTE THE NORFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL GRASS CUTTING SCHEME PAYMENT AND
CONSIDER SURPLUS FUND PROPOSALS

The Norfolk County Council Agency Grass cutting payment for the year 2025/26 is £18307.59,

compared to the verges grass cutting contract of £9075.15

Surplus fund proposals — Smiths Lane roundabout — currently no grass cutting taking place as

too overgrown with bushes.

ACTION: Clerk to get quotes to clear roundabout fully and re-grass.

IACTION Clerk to liaise with County re-covering costs of coning off lanes.

When expenditure confirmed to consider clearing Former Sixth Form bank.

202

TO DISCUSS EVENTS:

VE-Day 80" Anniversary 2025 debrief.

The Clerk thanked ClIrs for their assistance on the day. £179.80 was left in donations when
people took free refreshments. The clerk suggested that it be split equally between the 2
charities that supported the day - the RBL and SHQ Veterans Central. All agreed. The market
singer had collect donations for the RBL during his performance.

Unknown what would be organized for VVJ day as the government had indicated a joint

celebration last week with VE day. The Clerk is liaising with the RBL so that the day is marked.




Further details to follow
Annual Town Assembly planning. 6 confirmed stands. 3 confirmed speakers.

203 [TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON ESTATE MANAGEMENT AND BUILDING MAINTENANCE
Library corner render repair -A previous quotation of £275 agreed in September 2024 had failed
to be completed by the appointed company. The clerk had received a new quote of £384. All
agreed to recommend to full council.

The office are completing training on the new asset app next week
The Clerk is meeting with a surveyor re Aldiss Park boundaries.

204 [TO NOTE ANY EQUIPMENT EXPENDITURE WITHIN BUDGET
The Clerk advised that the spend was £649 on a lawnmower under 4340, Heritage Trail items
£827.44 under 4470, Playground inspections £1383 under code 4345 and Quote for Library
corner brickwork £384 code 4476

205 [TO DISCUSS QUEEN’S ROAD CHAPEL LIGHTING IMPROVEMENTS
Quotation received for External & internal lighting and additional sockets in the Queens Road
chapel for £860 excluding VAT from Kings & Barnhams. Only 1 quote sought as they are the
preferred contractor for NNDC and have installed all previous electrical work on the chapel. All
agreed to recommend to Full Council.

206 [TO DISCUSS CREAKE ROAD CEMETERY GROUNDWORK PLANS

All noted the path and plot plans drawn up. Consecrated plots running very low so Clerk to start
on groundwork.

A Clir asked if laying headstones flat could be investigated as the only option for memorials in
the newer part.

ACTION: Clerk to investigate

207

TO DISCUSS THE QUOTE RECEIVED FOR ALLOTMENT TOPOGRAPHICAL SURVEYS
Quote received for surveys of all 3 allotment sites for £600 + vat each - within budget of £6000.
All agreed to recommend quotes to Full council

208

TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON ALLOTMENT SERVICES

National Allotment Week — 11-17 August celebrating allotments & wellbeing. Grove Lane
availability to nonresidents will be advertised. Greenway Lane occupancy is currently £81.61%.
Last inspection 13/5/25 resulting in 30 reminder letters required to be sent. Grove Lane
occupancy is currently 47.83%, last inspection 29/4/25 resulted in 2 reminder letters to be sent.
Rudham Stile lane occupancy rate is currently 84.72% inspection date TBC.

209

TO CONSIDER REWILDING PART OF HAYES LANE PLAYING FIELD
The lower part of Hayes Lane playing field is boggy. Funding may be available to create a
proper bog garden and tree area. All agreed in principle.

210

TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE GROUND’S VEHICLE
No updates

211

TO DISCUSS THE FAKENHAM ARTISTS IN RESIDENCE
No updates, a meeting is due on the 21 to discuss funding

212

TO DISCUSS THE LAND MANAGED BY THE HAWK & OWL TRUST
Cows & sheep currently grazing Gogg’s Meadow

213

TO DISCUSS THE FLASH PROJECT
Sport England had to submit a statutory objection. NNDC have offered a letter of comfort in the
unlikely event the MUGA doesn’t go through.

214

TO CONFIRM THE DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING
Facilities and Amenities Tuesday 10" June 2025 at 18:00pm.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 18:43 pm
Confirmed this day of 2025
CHAIRMAN




